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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL 80IEN0E. 


(6) The term myotonia acyuitila should be limited to non-heredity and non* 
congenital cases, in which otherwise healthy individuals present the typical 
motor disorder or the typical reactions of Thomsen’s disease. This term 
should not include the rigidity accompanying marked intestinal disorder or 
pronounced psychopathic states, even though the rigidity in the latter con¬ 
ditions may be increased by involuntary movement, 

(6) The tendency to spasm on attempted voluntary movement, unless 
accompanied by the typical motor disorder or the typical reactions of Thom¬ 
sen’s disease, should be classed as intention spam. 

(7) The term myotpatm, clonlo or tonic, may be used instead of myoclonia 
and myotonia when it is desirable to include under one head the various 
forms of involuntary muscular contraction without known organio basis. 

Concerning the Benzoyl Esters of the Urine in Diabetes Mellitus, and 
the Clinical Significance of an Excess of Olycuronlc Acid.— Eds all (Ifof- 

vertity (tf Pennsylvania Medical Bulletin, April, 1002, p. 81) point* out that 
Mayer has shown that glycuronic acid is a normal constituent of the urine, 
and that it can be easily recognized by the orcin test, if the glycuronic add 
compounds be previously split up by heating with dilute sulphuric acid. 
Mayer believes that glycuronic add is one of the steps in the normal oxida¬ 
tion of sugar, and, owing to the close chemical relation between glycuronic 
acid and glucoso and the frequency with which he found glycuronlo add in 
case* whore there was suboxldatlon, he believes that he has demonstrated 
definitely that diabetes is due to suboxldatlon. The clinical importance of 
the presenco of glycuronic add in the urine is that it is probably more fre¬ 
quently mistaken for glucoso than any other carbohydrate. Glucose and 
glycuronic add are then both found normally in the urine, and under certain 
conditions both are Increased. According to Mayer, it would appear that 
glycuronic acid had much the same significance that glucose has. 

Rosin and v. Alfthan demonstrated that the benzoyl esters are increased 
in diabetes mellitus, Mayer believed that this increase was due to an Increase 
of the glycuronic add, and not to an Increase of the unfermentable carbo¬ 
hydrates, as Rosin and v. Alfthan belioved. Edsall agrees with the latter 
view, and found in three cases of diabetes in which glycuronic acid was 
absent that the benzoyl esters amounted respectively to 12.60,13,43, and 
18.88 grammes. The normal Is less thao 5 and not more than 2 or 3 grammes. 

The Importance of an increased elimination of glycuronio add and of the 
benzoyl esters in diabetes mellitus is, considering that both belong to the 
carbohydrate group, that it demonstrates that the metabolic disturbance In 
diabetes does not involve the dextrose alone, but that there is in this disease 
an actual disturbance of the whole carbohydrate metabolism. Edsall has 
shown that the source of the benzoyl esters is chiefly the protdd elements of 
the food, and that the amount varies directly with the variations of the diet. 

Eoslnophilia Associated with Hydatid Disease.-SELiostANN and 
Dudoeon ( fxwcel , June 21, 1902, p, 1764) report an instance of marked 
oorinophilla in association with hydatid disease of the liver in a young 
woman, twenty-two years of ago. The disease was probably contracted as a 
result of fondling a pet dog which constantly licked her hands. 
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The tlrst symptoms of the disease began in December, 1900, with pain in 
the right aide. In December, 1901, sho was admitted to Bt. Thomas' Hos¬ 
pital with marked enlargement of the right lobe of tho liver and a friction 
rub in the right axillary region, which led Dr. Hector Mackenzie to suspect 
hydatid disease. On December 27th the blood examination gave tho follow¬ 
ing results: Red cells, 6,290,626; leucocytes, 17,000; hemoglobin, 70 per 
cent. A differential count of 600 leucocytes wan as follows; Polymorpho¬ 
nuclear ncutrophllcs, 22 per cent,; eosinophiles, 67 per cent.; lymphocytes, 
20 per cent., and basophilcs, 1 por cent. 

On January 10, 1902, tho patient was operated on, ten ounces of clear fluid 
containing hooklcU being removed. After the operation tho percentage of 
eosinophiles gradually returned to normal. 

Tho writers stato that the percentage of eosinophiles in this caso is only 
exceeded by Ilrown’s 68 per cent, of eosinophiles in a case of trichinosis. It 
is approached by Billings' findings of 63,6, 38.2, and 33.9 per cent, respect¬ 
ively in three cases of bronchial asthma, 
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The Treatment of a Case of Sclrrhus Recurrent Five Years in a Patient 
Aged Ninety-three Years; Improvement. -Petern {British Medical Jour- 
naf, March 1,1902) reports the ease of a woman, nged nlnety-threo years, 
who hod a recurrent slow-growing splieroidal-ccllcd carcinoma. Tho origi¬ 
nal growth had been removed thirteen years ago, but eight years Inter re¬ 
currence took place, and at tho date of tho commencement of the ROntgon 
treatment the growth, which was adherent to a rib, measured 3 by 2J inches. 
It had a well-raised margin, covered by thin, red epidermis, while tho centre 
was an irregular ulcer. Thcro was also somo ulceration of the raised mar¬ 
gin, with largo tender glands at the edgo of tho lesser pectoral muscle. The 
exposures were nmdc two or three times a week-for from ten to twenty min¬ 
utes. The distance of tho tube from the skin varied from two to four inches. 
Unfortunately tho patient died from pneumonia after ten exposures had 
been given. Improvement was noticcablo at the end of a week's treatment, 
and on examination after tho last treatment it was found that tho character 
of the growth had completely changed. It then measured 1 by J inches, the 
margin was only slightly raised, and the central ulcer had markedly de¬ 
creased in size. 



